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Vision Statement  

The Simpcw Are a Culturally Proud Community  

Valuing Healthy, Holistic Lifestyles Based Upon  

Respect, Responsibility and Continuous  

Participation in Growth and Education 



 

¢ƘŜ {ƛƳǇŎǿ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŜŀŎƘ {ƛƳǇŎǿ .ŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΦ hǳǊ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ 

 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƘǳƎŜ ƭƻǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǜŜƭǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ 
¢ƘŜ {ƛƳǇŎǿ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƊŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ 
ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ !ƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎΦ  

 

ά¢ƘŜ .Ŝǎǘ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ 9ƭŘŜǊƭȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦέ  

 

¢ƘŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘŜŘ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ hǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴǎŜƭŬǎƘƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 

 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ !ƊŜǊ ŦƻǊǘȅ 
Ǉƭǳǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜ ŬƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎƻǝŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 5ǳƴƴ [ŀƪŜ wƻŀŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘŜŘ ŜũƻǊǘǎ 
ōȅ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ 9ƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΦ  

 

! ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴǘƭȅ ƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΣ IŜŀƭǘƘΣ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ aǳƭǝ-¦ǎŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ 
Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴǝŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ нлнмΦ 

 

²ƛǘƘ /ƻǾƛŘ-мф ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ Ƙƻǿ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜΦ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜƴǝǊŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ 
ǊŜŀƭƳǎΦ 9ũƻǊǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎΦ  

 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǝŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŀŎǝƻƴǎΦ 

hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅ ǎŀŦŜΣ ǎǘŀȅ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΦ 

 

                                                

 

 

 

Message from Chief & Council 



 

 

 

 

{Lat/² CLw{¢ b!¢Lhb hwD!bL½!¢Lhb![ /I!w¢ 

/ƘƛŜŦ ϧ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 

!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ 

Executive Assistant   Post Sec. Education Housing & Lands 

Social Development Capital & Infrastructure Finance 

Membership 

Earl Celesta 

Rick Celesta 

Crystal Celesta 

Ronda McInnes 

Roxanne Jones 

Janet Donald 

Marissa Eustache 

  Natural Resources 

 Lynn Guitard 

Dallas Ingvartsen 

 Tina Donald 

Kia Jules 

Audrey Todd 

Anna Kay Eldridge 

  Language House 

Rachael Bowser 

Tiffany Bowser 

Angie Rainer 

Charli Fortier, Mgr 

Carmen Hance, Mgr Shelley Frank, Mgr 

Kerri Jo Fortier, Mgr 

Tom Eustache, Mgr 

Janice Philip Alison Green Sharon McKay Janet Donald 

  School 

Brian Matthew 

  Health 

Shelley Lampreau 



  

Staff Activities 

Staff Wellness Day 

Staff BBQ Lunch Community Garden 



 

Community 

Honouring Our Elders 

Elder Sam Saul  Elder Margaret Joseph        Elder Roy Lampreau 

Simpcw Trails 



MOTI Signing 
Community 



 

 

Neqweyqwelsten School 

 

 

 
Philosophy of Neqweyqwelsten School (as established by the founding families) 

          We believe that education is the process of becoming knowledgeable about oneself 

and the world. Education is a holistic, life-long endeavor, which supports studentsõ 

intellectual, social, emotional, spiritual and physical development. We believe that 

every individual is unique and capable. We believe that learning comes most easily 

to children who have pride in themselves, their culture and their community. We 

support our children in becoming self-aware and independently able. 

       We believe that this education will develop positive attitudes and well grounded 

understandings which will enable our children to act in ways that strengthen their 

relationships with themselves, their families, and the world. We believe that this 

education will enable them to contribute to the preservation of the natural envi-

ronment and well-being of all people. 

Historical Mission/Purpose and Vision Statements 

       We, at Neqweyqwelsten School, will support fostering independent students by 

setting high expectations for continuous mastery of learning by providing quality 

instruction in a positive, safe environment and home support that is healthy, con-

sistent and celebrates success. 

       Maintain high expectations for continuous learning through quality instruction, 

supportive home environments and celebrations of success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Mission/Purpose Statement 

Me7 Xexe7 es Ctswent®m re Ckõulten-kt 

Culturally Strong Learning 



  

 

 

The Neqweyqwelsten School Authority is a designated authority of Simpcw First  

Nation. It is made up of all parent(s) and guardian(s) of students attending 

Neqweyqwelsten School. The Neqweyqwelsten School Authority has authority over and is 

accountable to the parent(s)/guardian(s) of students in Neqweyqwelsten School for the 

overseeing the operations of the School. 

 

The Neqweyqwelsten School Management Team is be made up of five (4) members of 

the Neqweyqwelsten School Authority, that are, parent(s) or guardian(s) of children at-

tending Neqweyqwelsten School. 

 

Members of the Neqweywelsten Management Team include: 

 

Tina Donald 

Alison Green 

Jules Philip 

Mel Stutt 

Angie Rainer 

 

Neqweyqwelsten School Staff 

 

Brian Matthew 

 - Principal/Community Resource Teacher 

Travis Hall 

 - Intermediate Teacher 

Judy Matthew 

 - Primary Teacher/Head Start Program Supervisor 

Shelley Ewashina 

 - Grade 2/3 Teacher, Learning Assistance Resource Teacher (Part-time) 

Helen Fraser 

 - Grade 2/3 Teacher/School Librarian (Part-time) 

Marlene Lampreau 

 - Certified Education Assistant, Administrative Assistant 

Tracey Narcisse 

 - Certified Education Assistant 

Shirley Eustache 

 - Education Assistant 

Sam Berger 

 - Speech Language Assistant 

 



 

 

 

 

Lyric McLeish 

 - Education Assistant 

Jordan Froste 

 - IT Trainee 

Iris Nelson 

 - Speech Language Pathologist  

Ian Cameron 

 - Community Resource Person (Volunteer) 

Ray McDonald 

 - Bus Driver 

Karl Rainer 

 - Relief Bus Driver 

Arlene Mitchell 

 - Head Start Teacher/Manager 

Afton Wittner 

- Early Learning Assistant 

Jen Jules 

- Early Learning Assistant 

Deb Leary 

* Resource Person  

Angie Olsen 

- Nutrition and Health Living 

 

The world has changed dramatically since we started school August 19, 2020.  We start 

school 2 weeks earlier than the public school calendar to take advantage of summer cul-

tural activities in Simpcw territory.  As a result, there was a Fall Break October 15 to Oct 

21, 2019 and Spring Break was extended an extra week. 

 

The beginning of the school year saw a dramatic increase in student numbers.  

Neqweyqwelsten went from a school population of 34 to 50 students.  We continue to 

have an extensive wait list, but the school size prevents bringing in more students from 

off-reserve. 

 

We have well established and strong instruction and resources in Literacy, Numeracy, Sci-

ence/Social Studies content areas, Fine Arts, and Physical and Health Education. This is 

led by a powerful, collaborative group of educators and support staff. Secwepemctsin 

Language and Simpcw Culture are core components of daily instruction and learning de-

sign led by the Language Team. We are richly resourced in technology. 

 



  

 

 

 

Neqweyqwelsten School has a number of unusual offerings. We have an outdoor       

classroom where we start our week with an outdoor meeting up on the mountain. We 

use this as a base for outdoor education. As much as possible we value learning that   

involves and incorporates the natural world that surrounds us. With the help of Ian   

Cameron, we have an aquaponics set up where 

we grow Tilapia fish and fresh vegetables.   

Debbie Leary has assisted with our school rabbit 

- Bella, with hatching chicken eggs, with  

hatching out butterflies, setting up an aquarium 

for tadpoles, and bringing Sintse7 the lamb and 

Leroy the goat to us. Angie Olsen has been    

invaluable with her Healthy Living and Nutrition 

sessions with the students. 

 

 

The attendance record at Neqweyqwelsten is exemplary.  We have had students with 

perfect attendance for their whole time at Neqweyqwelsten School. 

 

We have an amazing Alumni network with our past students putting good into the world 

in diverse, dynamic and powerful ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Winter Solstice Celebration was held         

December 11, 2019. It included a Secwepemc  

adaptation of the story òThe Mittenó by Jan 

Brett.  A play was adapted from a traditional Secwepemc story òBear and Coyote Create 

Night and Day.ó This event was led by the Language Team. 

 

While on Spring Break, Simpcw First Nation moved to a pandemic lockdown in response 

to the COVID-19 virus.  Spring Break was extended, but the school staff began getting 

learning materials out to the students as quickly as possible.  The parents, students and 

staff have responded extremely well with remote learning during this difficult, stressful 

time. 

 


